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AFZN-BB-T 28 MARCH 2005 


MEMORANDUM FOR COMMANDER 256" BRIGADE COMBAT TEAM 


SUBJECT: AR 15-6 (Shooting of Local National at the Traffic Control Point, dafr As 
Sukr Bridge, trac) : 


1, Enclosed is the 15-6 investigation outlining the circurnstances that resulted in the 
shooting of a focal national. As a result of the incident one traqi citizen was killed. 
The shooting occurred in the vicinity of the traffic control point established on the 
dafr As Sukr Bridge, trag on 28 March 20085. 


2. SUMMARY: 


On 280630MARO5 Pr 2c sp entified an individual 
traveling op fact from east to west along the Jafr As Sukr Bridge caring a satchel, 
si: Pp agan yelling at the individual on foot in attempt to have 
the individual to stop and change his direction of travel (The individual had 
negotiated a triple strand concertina blocking obstacle prior to ing the verbal 
and visual warning line). The individual paused and faced. and PFC - 
=: which point the soldiers began to mation with their hand and arms for the 
navidual ta turn around and exit the bridge from where he came fro 
individual ignored the verbal and visual wamings from § and PF 
and continued to cross the bridge (moving in his original direction of travel}. 
ind PEE conics to yell and motion for the individual to stop and to 
his direction of travel as the individual entered the ° rning Shot Zone”. 
When the individual entered the waming shot zone $ red one round at the 


bridge in front of the individual. is point the individual paused again and faced 
| and —_ SP and P tinued to shout and 
mation tor the individual totum around. The individual ignored the verbal and visual! 
gestures for the second time and continued to travel west across the bridge. When 
the individual crossed the “Killing Shot Line” S ave P @ order 
cknowledged and fired ore round iS MIBAZ, 
th observed the individual fall to the ground. SPC 
mmand and continued to observe the individual, The 
F was alerted and dispatched to the bridge. When the ORF arrived at the site of 
the fatien individual they approached with caution net sure what the individual's 
saichel contents were. The individual was observed lying motionless (no breathing 
or any other form of movement could be observed). The QRE cleared the 
immediate area and the satchel of ite contenis and attempted to provide initial 
‘ fesponder care to the individual. . 
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SUBJECT: AR 18-6(Shaoting of Local National al the traffic Control point, Jafr As Sukr Bridge, Iraq) 


The brother of the individual came and claimed the body. During the 
interview of the brother it was discovered that the individual is a local resident and is 
aware that the bridge was closed for sometime to all forms of traffic. 


3. FACTS: 


a) How many local nationals were invalved in the incident? 
&. One lraqi citizen was involved in the incident. 
s 1x KIA (1x Adult Male} 


b) When and where was the first warning shot(s) fired? 
a. 1x-warning shot was fired in front of the individual. 


c) By what means Is the unit marking the trigger lines for initiating waming, 
disabling and lethal fires? 
a. Jersey Barriers mark the trigger line as to when to initiate waming 
fires. 
b. Texas Barriers mark the trigger line as to when to initiate killing 
shots, 


d) Are there warning signs posted at the bridge? 
a. The blocking position is clearly marked and waming signs are 
posted in both Arabic and English. 


€) When did the soldiers last receive / conduct traffic contro! point training? 
a, The soldiers involved in the incident received and conducted the 
following ROE and traffic contral point / training briefings: 
e Pre-NTC ROE Training (OCT 04) 
+ NTC RSO! and rotational ROE Training (QCT/NOV 04) 
. ae Station ROE Training (Pre-deployment training JAN 


« Kuwait RSO! ROE Vignette Training (FEB 05) 

« ECP/TCP Duties: NTC (OCT/NOV 04) 

s ECP/TCP Duties: Safr As Sukr Bridge, Iraq during the Left 
Seat/Right Seat Ride (MAR 05) 

« ECP/TCP Duties: Safr As Sukr Brigge, Iraq Guard Force and 
Threat Briefing (SP med a 
280334MAROS) ad 


f) Was the guard mount briefed on their duties responsibilities and threat in 
the area of operations prior fo execution of their duties? 

a. The guard mount received its shift briefing and threat briefing at 
approximately 2B0334MAR05 prior to assuming the guard mount 
duties. 

b. The use and ROE of escalated force is part of the quard mount 

. briefing. 
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SUBJECT, AR 15-6(Shooting of Local National at the iraffic Control point, Jair As Sukr Bridge, Irag) 


g) Where there lights available at the bridge? 
a, There is no artificial light source positioned along the bridge (the 
lighting of the bridge is not a factor due to the incident occurring 
during daylight hours). 


h) Whatequipment is being utilized to maintain the bridge? 

a. Warning signs (written in both Arabic and English) 

b. Barrlers to identify trigger lines and when the guard mount is to 
respond with escalated force. 

c, Class IV Barrier Materials: Texas and Jersey Barriers and 
Concertina Wire. 

d. Binoculars, Magnified optics for M16A2, M16A2, Bunker, MBITR 
Radio. 


i) When was the Individual first sighted and by whom? 
a. The individual was first observed just short of the verbal and visual 
warning line (approximately 20 meters from the verbal and visual 


warning line). 
b. SPAMMING st sighted the incividual and alerted wae 


}} When was the use of direct fire as part of the escalated force ROE 
initiated’? 
a. The use of escalated forca (warning shots fired in front of the 
individual) was first initiated approximately 10 meters past the 
warning shot trigger line. ; ‘ 


k) When were lethal fires initiated and when was cease-fire initiated? 
a. Lethal fires were initiated once the individual had passed the kill Ex& 
fire line (approximately 30 meters passed the kill line). 


4. FINDINGS. 


@) All personnel involved in the incident acted in accordance with the 
“GFLCC Rules For Use Of Force’ Card (as of 01 1800ZNOVO03), 

&) The two soldiers (SE PF acted in accordance with 
the CFLCC guidanee tn the use gf “Escalation of Forse” priar to utilizing 
direct fire, All shots were aimed§vaming shots in front of the individual: 
iethal shot was focused at the individual). 


©) As soon as the satchel that the individual was caring, was deemed not to 
be a threat Immediate aide was rendered. 


d) The individual is a local resident and was aware of the bridge being clased 
for some time (Statement made by the individual's brother) 


@ 


er 


The individual had the ability to read and write Arabic. 
f) The individual was not deaf or hearing impaired (statement made by the 
individual's brother} ; 
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SUBJECT: AR 18-6(Shaaling of Local Netional at the wagfic Control point, Jair As Guke Bridge, Iraq) 


5. RECOMMENDATION, 


- a) The use of Tactical Phyaps Team (TPT) to remind the lacal population the 
Jair As Sukr Bridge is closed to ail forms of traffic and that the use of 
deadly force can / will be utilized.againet all violators, 


6) Continue to reinforce the existing blocking materials with Clase tv. 


Emplace additional concertina wire prior to both the warming shot line and 
killing fing. 


c} Place a second sign al the waming shot line stating, “that deadly force is 
authorized for any and all traffic crossing this point’. 


Enc. 

(1) 15-6 Appointment Orders 

{3} Sworn Statements 

(4) Graphic representation of the incident (Story Board} 
(5) View of the Sniper position oriented north 

(&) Photos of Jafr As Sukr Bridge TOP 
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